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SUBJECT: ALLEGED PURCHASE OE SOVIET AIRCRAFT 
REF: LIMA 7552, LIMA 7522 

1 . FONMIN DE LA PUENTE INTERVIEWED AT LIMA AIRPORT AUGUST 22 UPON 
HIS RETURN FROM SRI LANKA COMMENTED ON THE RECENT NEW YORK TIMES 
ARTICLE WHICH CLAIMED "THAT PERU HAD PURCHASED SOVIET AIRCRAFT". 
ACCORDING TO THE AUGUST 23 EDITION OE LA PRENSA, DE LA PUENTE TOLD 
REPORTERS THAT "PERU HAS INVITED THE GOVERNMENTS OE ERANCE, GREAT 
BRITAIN, THE SOVIET UNION AND THE U.S. TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS WITH 

THE AIM OE (PERU) ACQUIRING MILITARY EQUIPMENT WHICH WILL 
REPLACE OBSOLETE (MATERIEL)". DE LA PUENTE SAID THAT "INTERNA- 
TIONAL BIDS" WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE IN ORDER TO DETERMINE (WHICH 
COUNTRY OEEERS) THE BEST TECHNICAL CONDITIONS AND MOST COMPETITIVE 
PRICES". FINALLY THE EONMIN STATED THAT "OUR AMBASSADOR IN WASHING- 
TON JUST MADE A DECLARATION ON THAT POINT WHICH I THINK IS VERY 
CLEAR AND ELIMINATES ANY DOUBTS". THE REMAINDER OE THE 
BRIEF AIRPORT PRESS INTERVIEW WAS DEVOTED TO THE SRI LANKA 
NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT, WHICH DE LA PUENTE SAID HE WOULD DISCUSS 
IN DEPTH AT AN AUGUST 23 PRESS CONFERENCE. 

2. COMMENT: (A) DE LA PUENTE'S AIRPORT STATEMENT IS THE FIRST GOP 
RESPONSE TO QUERIES ABOUT AN ALLEGED SOVIET AIRCRAET PURCHASE. 
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"NO COMMENT". ALTHOUGH THE SOVIET PUURCHASE STORY HAS NOT APPEARED IN 
THE LOCAL PRESS, IT HAS BEEN WIDELY REPORTED IN THE PRESS OF NEIGH- 
BORING COUNTRIES AND COPIES OF THESE ARTICLES HAVE CIRCULATED IN 
LIMA. THE MOST RECENT ARTICLE AVAILABLE IN LIMA IS THE UPI ACCOUNT 
CARRIED IN SUNDAY'S MIAMI HERALD AND ATTRIBUTED TO A STATE 
DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL. THE NEW YORK TIMES (ITS RECENT COVERAGE 
ON PERU HAS DISTURBED GOVERNMENT LEADERS INCLUDING PRESIDENT 
MORALES BERMUDEZ ARTICE WAS QUITE DETAILED, AND THE GOP DECIDED 
TO REPLY TO IT AS IT HAS TO AN EARLIER NEW YORK TIMES EDITORIAL 
AND ERONT PAGE ARTICLE BY 

JONATHAN KANDALL ON THE RECENT POLITICAL CHANGES. WE ARE UNAWARE 
OF A SPECIFIC GARCIA BEDOYA PRESS STATEMENT ON THE POSSIBLE SOVIET 
PURCHASE (PERHAPS MADE IN WASHINGTON OVER THE WEEKEND), BUT DE 
LA PUENTE MAY HAVE BEEN REFERRING TO GARCIA BEDOYA'S MORE GENERAL 
COMMENTS ON AUGUST 16 (LIMA 7522) CALLING FOR GREATER U.S. APPRE- 
CIATION OF THE REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS. 

(B) DE LA PUENTE'S MATTER OF FACT IMPLICATION THAT THE STORY ON 

A SOVIET PURCHASE COMES FROM AN INCOMPLETE READING OF THE FACTS (I.E. 
PERU'S INVITATION TO EOUR COUNTRIES TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS ON 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT) SHOULD DEFUSE ITS IMPACT HERE. THE DE LA 
PUENTE VERSION DOES DOVETAIL SOMEWHAT WITH AN "UP-DATED" ACCOUNT 
ON THE STATUS OF THE 

SOVIET PURCHASE REPORTED BY EMBASSY IN 

LIMA 7552. THE FONMIN, OF COURSE, DID NOT RULE OUT A MAJOR 

SOVIET PURCHASE BASED ON THE CRITERIA OE "BETTER TECHNICAL 

CONDITIONS AND MORE COMPETITIVE PRICES", BUT HE DID SEEM TO 

MAKE ANY PURCHASE APPEAR TO BE MORE CONDITIONAL AND LESS 

IMMINENT. 

(C) IN A MOVE POSSIBLY RELATED TO THE DE LA PUENTE STATEMENT, FONOFE 
HEAD OF AMERICAN DEPARTMENT TELEPHONED CHARGE AUGUST 23 TO INQUIRE 
WHEN FY 76 FMS CREDITS MAY BE OFFERED. 

SMITH 
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